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…Eh?

What 
have we 
here? I 

thought I 
just sliced 
a priest.



Huh? 
What's 
the 

matter, 
Boss?

Just 
goes to 

show…you 
can see some 
mogs cut in 

two and still 
not assume 

they're 
dead.

?

Looks 

like…

…we've 

got a 

trouble-

maker 

on our 

hands.

SCRITch

MEOOW
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Chapter 7:

stumped

Hiroyuki 
Takei
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Some-
thing's 
going 

on over 
by the 
gate.

They've 
already 

sniffed me 
out, eh? 
That was 

fast.

I better 
get going 

before 
things get 
annoying.

Anyway, 
that old 
fox can 

take care 
of 

himself.

KA
-

    
ch

ak



    

Excuse 
me.

I 
would 
like to 
have 

a word 
with you, 

Norachiyo-
san.
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…How 
the hell 
do you 

know my 
name?

And 
black 
cats 

shouldn't 
stand 

around 
in the 
dark.

You 
startled 

me.

Huh…
I didn't 

think cats 
could 

still jump 
that high 
at your 

age.

B-
DMP

B-
DMP

But 
since 
you 

can…

…then 
maybe 
you 

really 
are 

worthy 
to join 

us.



My 
name is 
Mukuro.

I am 
here by 

the order 
of little- 

Fold, 
leader 
of the 

Clowder 
of Extra-
ordinary 

Cats.

…Little- 
Fold?

Who's 
that? 
Never 
heard 
of him.

He's…

No, 
don't tell 
me. I don't 
want to 
get mixed 

up in 
any cat's 
business.

Especially 
…



…if 
she's 
a sus-
picious 
molly 
like 
you…

…sport-
ing a peg-
leg that's 

practically 
screaming 
that it has 
a secret.

Really?

But you 
helped 

the kitten 
at the 

teahouse.

Keh 
heh 

heh…

I'm a 
tom who 
likes to 
repay his 

debts.



So 
there 
you 

have it.

THMPOut 
of the 
way, 

kitten. 
I'm 
in a 

hurry.

…Little- 
Fold 

told me 
you'd say 

that.

He 
also 

told me 
that's 
why I 

had to 
take this 
mission.

…Well, 
well.  

Are you 
going to 

seduce me?

I hate 
to tell 
you, but 

headstrong 
mollies like 
you aren't 
my type.

…Don't get 
any funny 
ideas, you 
dirty old 

tom.

The 
reason 
I was 

chosen 
for this 

job…

TWITch



…is 
that 
I'm a 

ridicu-
lously 
good 

fighter
!!!

Shuriken?

FW
ISH

THAK 
THAK 

THAK
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Just 
so you 
know, I 
missed 

on 
purpose.

!

Get it 
now? He sent 
me because 
I have the 

skill to hurt 
you without 

killing 
you.

Heh heh… 
You think 
you can 

take me by 
force?

You 
must 
think 
I'm an 

amateur.

Listen 
to me, 
kitten.  

in battle,  
it's kill or  
be killed—
always.

in 
other 

words, as 
long as
 I'm alive,  

I will 
never 
lose.

if you 
don't 

want to 
kill me, 
then I 
won't 

bother 
unsheath-

ing my 
katana.

SH
RR



But I will 
unsheathe 
something 

else.

DU-

          D
UN



Head-
strong 
females 

aren't my 
type.

But 
I do 

enjoy 
pinning 
them 
under 

me.
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You 
little—

How 
dare 
you 
bare 
that 
in my 
pres-
ence
!!!



This is 
getting 
interest-

ing!

Then 
let's 
do 
this
!!!

FSH

KH
EE

EN



WHACK

Oh, 
come on. 

Your  
eyes are  

wandering.

Does 
that 

mean…

…you've 
never 

seen one 
of these 
before?

SWISH
You…!
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SCRUNch

Hnngh!

Your 
legs 

are as
 flexible 

as a 
whip.

I knew 
exactly 

where your 
next kick 
was going 
to land.

Those 
long 
limbs 

definitely 
give you 
an ad-

vantage.When 
your enemy 
pounces, 
you can 

take them 
out before 
they can 
get into 
striking
range.

Makes 
things even 
harder for 

a cat like me, 
what with my 
one eye and 

no depth
perception.

But if I'm 
already up 
close, your 

options 
are 

suddenly 
limited.

…Gasp
!!!



That's 
right.That's 

why
 I lured 
you in 
close.

And not 
with my 
long 
sword 
or my 

wakizashi, 
but with 

this.

GHING

Ha…

You 
really 
are an 
infuri-
atingly 
dirty 
old 
tom.

But 
I do 
think 
you 

should 
have 
asked 

what my 
false 

leg was 
hiding.

KA-
POP



Oka-
ka-
tO
_

!!!



You 
stupid 
fur-
ball
!!!



if you  
kill me, 
I can't 

bed 
you!!!

KA-THWACK



Z-ZAM
How…

How 
could 
you…

You 
would 
punch 

a molly 
in the 
face?

bam
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…What's 
this? is 

that what 
turned on 
the heat?

Nice.

I've 
never 
laid a 
shinobi 
before.

Mrrr-
ooow-
wrr!

HUMP

HUMPHUMP

Stumped!
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…

You're 
kidding…

He's 
still 
alive?



CLANK

Ah?
Wait a 
minute, 
sir! That 
sword 

belongs 
to 

another 
guest!!!

Can it. 
Put it 
on my 
bill 
for 
this 

place.

if 
that 
mog's 
still 

alive…

…then 
it's 
my 

job…

…to 
cut 
him 

down
!!!
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Chapter 8:

Au Naturel 
Enemies

Hiroyuki 
Takei



Hmph…

Himemasu 

Castle



…So 
he has 
visited 

my 
town.

Yes, 
Your 
Lord-
ship!

I have no 
doubt that 
he is the 
one who 
slew your 
son's com-
panions.



I had his 
bell as 

proof, but 
it has been 
taken from 
me. Never-
theless,

won't you 
allow the 

humble 
Shishiwaka 
to lead the 
hunt for 

the wanted 
criminal 

Norachiyo?

Shake-
gawa 

Shogun…



…Amemura 
Rican 

Short-
no-
kami-
dono!



That 
I can-
not 
do.



…What?

But 
why…?!

I had 
pushed 

him to the 
brink of 
death!

But he 
pushed 
some-
thing 

else up 
your 
brink.

…!

These toms 
like you, 

they come 
to me in 
droves.

They swear 
to me they'll 
bring me his 
head, they 
ask me for 

soldiers and 
money.

And, yes, 
if I put an 
end to him, 
I would go 
up in the 
world.

But at the 
same time, 
it would 
stir up a 

whole new 
hornet's 

nest.



Which 
is to 
say…

…I like 
things 

just fine 
the way 
they are 

now.

But…
but Rican-
dono! We 
mustn't 
let that 
outlaw 
roam 
free!

Besides, 
your 

honorable 
son has 
already 

set out to 
avenge his 
friends!

if I could 
at least 
act as  

his body-
guard…!



39

That 
won't 

be 
neces-
sary.

KRIK

That 
fool son 
of mine is 

nothing but 
a nuisance. 
if he got 
himself 

killed, he'd 
be doing me 

a favor.

Consider 
yourself 

lucky that 
I found any 
reason to 
grant you 

an interview 
at all.

ZOO
M

Father…

Mother…



Shishiwaka, 
You are no 
longer our 

son.

No…!

Rican-
dono! 
Please, 
wait!

G
LI

NT



You 
just 
don't 
get it, 
do ya?

There 
are some 
bad guys 
that you 
choose 
to keep 
around.

ZH
ZH

!



I'm 
Kuro-
gane 
HyO

_ 

e.

if you want,  
you can go 

a round 
with me, 

pretty boy.
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L
a
n
t
e
r
n
: P

o
l
ic

e

…

Are you 
kidding 

me?



He's 
really 
alive.

He's alive 
and kicking 
and hump-

ing a stump. 
Already.  

he's gone 
way past 
anything 
I could 
imagine.

You think 
I would 

pleasure 
myself 
with a 

tree, dog 
brain?

This was 
a molly 
until a 
minute 
ago.

She used 
the 

proverbial 
“substitu-
tion tech-
nique.” I'd 

never seen 
it before.

…I don't 
need 
your 
sorry 

excuses.

SH
A
ke

SH
A
ke



Different 
strokes 

for 
different 
folks and 
all that.

What you 
use for 
pleasure 
is none 
of my 

business.

You 
can bet 
I'm not 
gonna 

tell any-
one, and 
no one's 
criticizing 

here.

Are you 
listening 
to a word 
I'm saying, 
you mangy 

mog?

I told you, 
this is the 
work of a 
shinobi.

…Tch. 
Come on. 
Ninjas? 

Seriously? 
You sound 

so 
desperate, 
it's creepy.

Are you 
sure…

ZSHH…



…it's 
not 
the 
'nip…

…Making 
you 

hallucin-
ate 

again?



…You 
may be 
on to 
some-
thing.

I've never 
seen a 

molly that 
slim and 

with such big 
jugs, and I 
am almost 
out of the 

stuff.
What do 
you say? 
Spare me 
a twig?

Quit 
messing 
with me! 
Put that 

down and 
get some 
clothes 

on!

I'm 
tired 
of 

waiting.

I'm 
ready 

to 
murder 

you 
right 
now!!!
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VNN

Stump
!!!



WHACK

Dog-
gone 

it!

That was 
dirty! And 
I waited 
for you 

and every-
thing!

!



WHAM



…

if you 
really 

want to 
kill me, 

then stop 
talking 
and do 

it!

Or 
you'll 
end up 
having 

to fight 
me.
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SMASH

…Damn…

Why 
am I so 
popular 

today? I'm 
trying to 

conva-
lesce 
here.

Gah…! 
Hagh!

Wait, 
damn 
you!

FWOOSH

Why 
…!

Why 
don't you 
just kill 
me, right 
here and 

now!!!





…That's 
a good 

question.

Logically, 
I should 

kill you, but 
I didn't even 
think about 
it until you 
pointed it 

out.

I 
guess, 
if I had 
to say 

it…

…

…it's 
because 
you're 
not 

stupid.



Dog…

…gone 
it!

That's not 
a reason! 
Come back 
here, damn 

you!

WHACK

You all 
think you 
can make 

a fool out 
of me!

I won't 
rest…

until I've 
avenged 
my team!

You 
don't 
know 
when 
to 

quit…
Maybe 

I really 
will 

kill y—





…Red 
Warrior 

…



DU-DUN
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DU-DUN



…Red 
Warrior 

…



Hiroyuki 
Takei

Chapter 9:

Short Cake. 
Act One



Hallucina-
tions…?

Hideout of 
the Clowder of 
Extraordinary Cats
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Yes, 
Mukuro.

Norachiyo 
the God-
slayer is 

plagued by 
nightmares.

The fear 
of having 

accidentally 
killed a 
person 

haunts him 
to this 

day.



…Acciden-
tally?

Of 
course.

A cat 
could 

never kill 
a person 
intention-

ally.



That fateful day, 
he was deliriously 
trying to protect 
his master., so He 
pounced on an  
attacker, and  
for better 

or worse, his 
fangs sank into 
that person's 

throat.

The person 
tried to shake 

him off, but 
Norachiyo was 
desperate—he 
latched on 
and refused 

to loosen his 
bite.

When 
Norachiyo 
eventually 
came to his 

senses, what he 
saw was that 
person on 

the floor, his 
throat covered 

in blood. His 
master was 
nowhere in 

sight.



And so 
Norachiyo 

set off on a 
journey in 

pursuit of his 
master…
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…taking 
with him the 
katana that 

was left 
behind, and 

the bell that 
marked him 
as a kept 

cat.

He, in turn, 
was pursued 

by that 
apparition.

Then he 
won't give 

up the 
dangerous 

pastime 
because…

Exactly. 
He's trying 
to escape 

the 
specter.

it comes 
to him 

when the 
effects 

of the ’nip 
wear off.

CL
ACK
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A 
person, 

dyed 
red with 
blood.



The Red 
Warrior.

Huh?

What's 
up? Finally 
ready to 
have a 
serious 

conversa-
tion?

…Red 
Warrior…



Why 
won't 
you 
just 
leave 
me 

alone
!!!

BA-BAH



BA-BAH



KA
-

   
   

KLI
NG

That 
was 

close!

But 
does 
this 
mog 
ever 

miss?!

…

TUG

TUG

…Tch.

reLEase

Damn it! 
My 

blade is 
wedged 
in your 
armor.



…Fine. 
I can 

murder 
you with 
or with-
out my 
sword.

Like 
I did 

before…

…with 
my 

fangs!

HISS
SS





W
h
e
e
e
z
e

W
h
e
e
e
z
e

W
h
e
e
e
z
e

W
h
e
e
z
e
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Damn it…

W
h
e
e
e
z
e

W
h
e
e
z
e

W
h
e
e
e
z
e

That 
son of 
a… He 

chewed 
up my 
ear!

…But 
I guess 

it's 
better 
than 

feeling 
the wrath 

of his 
sword.

Oh yeah, 
I remember. 
His katana 
got stuck 

in that 
tree…

GRK

GRK
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And 
that's 
when it 
all went 
to the 
litter 
box.

First 
I see his 

fangs, and 
the next 

thing 
I knew, 
here 
I am.

Meow, 
this 

hurts…

if I'd known 
this is how it 

was gonna play 
out, I would 
have forgot-
ten all about 
this stupid 

revenge 
idea.

ZH



Oh scat. 
Here he 
comes 

to finish 
me off.
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Hiroyuki 
Takei Chapter 10:

Short Cake. 
Act two

But 
come 
on… 
How 
can 
this 
old 
tom 

be so 
tough

?



You 
just 
don't 
get it, 
do ya?

There 
are some 
bad guys 
that you 
choose 
to keep 
around.

I'm 
Kuro-
gane 
HyO

_
e.

ZH



if you 
want, 

you can 
go a 

round 
with me, 
pretty 
boy.
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…Kuro-
gane…
HyO

_
e?

An iron plate 
sewn on to a 

crushed lower 
jaw, And an 

immense 
height—twice 
that of the 

average 
tom.

…You…

You mean 
you're…

Kurogane 
HyO

_
e 

from…
the 

Pound?



…Oh?

I must be 
getting 
famous.

Wait, 
no…it's the 

Pound 
that's 

famous.

KRIK



The Pound. 
An island 

where they 
send the 

worst cats—
those who 
have been 
convicted 

of the most 
heinous of 

crimes.

it takes 
special 
powers 
for a 
cat to 
survive 
there.



A penal 
colony 

filled year-
round with 

toxic, volcanic 
smoke, where, 

to survive, 
felons fight 
to the death 

day in and 
day out.

in other 
words, 
exile to 

the Pound 
is a 

virtual 
death 

sentence.



But…
…how 
can 

he be 
here?

What's 
up, HyO

_
e? 

A guest?

Sounds 
fun.

Let me 
play 

with him, 
too.

TASS

CREAK…
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Come on, 
don't hog 
all the 

fun, scat-
hole.

Share 
with your 
island-
mates, 

why don't 
you?

…That's 
preposter-

ous. Six 
cats, all 

sentenced 
to the 
Pound?

it can't 
be—did 

Amemura 
Rican 

Short-
no-
kami 
bring 
them 

here?!



What 
do you 
think 

you are 
doing?

Have you 
forgotten 
that you 
were told 

specifically 
not to 

shed blood 
inside the 
castle?



!

SHUDDer

Whoa…wait 
a minute, 

ShirO
_
-chan! 

We were only 
funnin' him a 
little, that's 

all!

Yeah…
that's 
right. 

it's just 
a game. 
We were 
playing!

Nothing 
to puff 
your 

tail up 
about, 

Amagami.

…

is 
that 
so?



WHAM

…I used 
the back 

of my 
sword.
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Wipe up 
every 

drop of 
blood 

from the 
floor.

And 
you.

if you 
value 

your life, 
you'll 
never 

come here 
again.

TH       UD
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Ha 

…

Ha 

ha 

…

Ha 
…

Amagami 
ShirO

_
…

The 
legendary 
swords-

feline who 
is said to 

have died in 
a revolt

 against the 
shogunate.

Am I 
seeing a 
ghost?

Short…What-
ever you 

do, do not 
defy your 

father.





The 
world 

is 
rotten 

with 
tough 
guys.
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But 
their 

strength 
comes 
in all 

shapes 
and 

sizes.

There's 
physical 
strength 
and skill, 
obviously.
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Conviction.

Sex 
appeal.
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Sense 
of 

duty.

Craftiness.
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Sadness.



100

Or 
total 

immunity 
to the 

pangs of 
conscience—
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Pure 
evil.



And 
power.
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And 
wouldn't 
you know 
it, I ain't 
got even 
one of 
those.

Hiroyuki 
Takei

Chapter 10:

Short Cake. 
Act Three

Nope. 
instead, 

I go 
picking 
fights 

with cats 
I got no 
business 
tangling 
with…

…and now 
I'm about 

to be 
offed by 
some old 
mog with 
his junk 
hanging 

out.

…So 
what's his 
strength?

What 
the hell 
kind of 

strength 
moves him 
forward?
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A L I N G

…
 Oh, 
is 

that 
it?

W
h
e
e
z
e

W
h
e
e
z
e

He's 
Nora-
chiyo 
the 

God-
slayer.
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He 
once 
bit an 
enemy 

person 
to 

death…

…so he 
could 

protect 
his

 master.

Did he 
do it out of 
loyalty? Out 
of love? Or 
for his own 

pride?
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The one 
thing 

I know 
for sure 
is that 

I've seen 
that 

crest 
before.



in 
your 
eyes…



…that 
master 

must have 
been one 
hell of 

guy.













…My 
LoRd.
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FZH



SHO            ONK



118

 
Gye-
ee-
 ea-
aa-
 ar-
 rg-
 h!!!

JOLT

What the 
hell are  

you doing?!  
if you're 

gonna off 
me, then 
off me, 

doggone 
it!

…

…?

Tch…

I was 
hallucinat-
ing again…
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You're 
right. 

I should 
have 
killed 
you.

I thought 
you were 
your own 
tom…that 

your 
father's 

sins were 
not 

yours.

RUMBLE…

Wh…
what?

it's 
your 

scent.

That's 
why I see 
the Red 
Warrior 
in you 
every 

time we 
meet.

Because 
you reek 
of his 
scent.



The 
scent of 
my vile 
arch-

nemesis, 
the man 

who 
drove 
out my 
master.

KA
- 

    
    

ch
ak

 



The 
scent 

oF 
Shake-
gawa…

Amemura's 
keeper!

…My dad… 
is your  

archnemesis?

Now I 
remem-
ber…

That 
crest 

belongs 
to ishidai 
Tsunari, 
the lord 
of O

_
meow 

Province 
Cas…



!

if you 
don't get 

off my tail, 
I'm going to 
have more 
problems 

than 
I need.

Do me 
a favor 
and die. 

Now.
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SWOO
SH

He 
dodged

…?

CLAMP

Dog-
gone 

it!

I'm 
talking 
to you 
here!

I can't 
be dead 

right now! 
Not until 

we've 
talked 
this 

out!!!



SWOO
SH!Again

?

Well, 
well.

He's 
more 
able-
bodied 
than I 

thought.

Son 
of 
a…

He 
doesn't 

even think 
twice 
about 

slicing my 
head off!

And it's 
always 

the same 
pattern! 

it's 
getting 
old!!

Fine! if 
that's 
what 
you 

want, 
I can 
fight, 
too!!!!



FIP

WH
OO 

SH 

With 
this!

My 
own 

unique 
weapon

!!



…Heh.W
H
A
CK

You bird 
brain! You 

must be out 
of your mind, 
bringing a toy 

to a life  
or death 
struggle!

Heh!

You'll 
never 
cut it.

The 
ken-

dama's 
string. 
it's—?!



The 
secret to 

the kendama 
isn't in the 
hilt or the 
ball—it's 
in the 
string.

!

Amateurs 
are always 
looking at 
the hilt and 
the ball, but 
those are 
just easy 
targets.

it's not 
until you 

can 
control 

the string 
that you 
start to 
master 

the skill.



128

To me, the 
kendama is 
almost like 
my partner—

a friend 
that's been 

with me 
since I was 
a kitten.

B
o

x
: K

it
t
y
 L

it
t
e
r

in other 
words, my 
blood runs 

through 
this string 
from one 

end to the 
other.

This string 
bends to my 

will—I control 
it like it's a 
part of me. 
No blade, no 
matter how 
sharp, will 
ever cut it.

You 
deflected  
the ball… 

but the more 
it wraps 
around  

your sword,  
the faster it 

goes.

Until 
finally it 
hits its 
mark.

Ah?

KRNG

TW
AN

G

TW
AN

G

TW
AN

G



Go!

Finishing 
move!! 
Nether-
world 
Soul-

Reaper!

G
RN

K



CRRRACK
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KA
-

    
CL

aCK

Ker
-

    
TH

ud



I did 
it…

HuffHuff

How's 
that, dog-
gone it? 
I beat 
him!

And this…
was my 
weapon!

GNN

Did 
you 
see 

that, 
cats
?!

I 
beat 
him!!! 
Rr-

raaa-
aarr!!!



To be continued in Volume 3…

THUD

ZSH

For 
crying 
out 

loud…

They both 
passed out, 
right in the 
middle of 

their 
conversation.

But I bet 
they'd make 

a good 
team. Don't 
you think, 
Mukuro?
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Hiroyuki 
Takei

Extra Chapter:

Bearing Trouble 

Away by Bearing 

Tales





I'm 
telling 

you,  
my life 
is the 
pits!

No, I 
mean 

…

Anyway, 
it's that 
wackjob 
samurai.

Do you 
cats know 
about the 
landlord 

who owned 
the village 

on the 
ridge?

His 
name 
was…
what 
was it 
again?

Jacket: O
_
tamaya

CLAMOR

CLAMOR



Siamuro 
Siame-
chika!

S
i
a
m
e
c
h
i
k
a

You know 
the one—the 
really greedy 
one. He taxed 

his subjects so 
bad, they ended 
up killing him 
and taking 

all his 
treasure.

Oh, yeah…
I never 
did hear 
anything 

good 
about 
him.

And it 
was that 
samurai 

that 
took 

him out, 
right?

So 
he's a 
hero.

Don't 
be stupid! 

I know what 
it sounds like, 

but there's 
more to this 

story!

CLAMOR

CLAMOR
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Believe 
it or 
not!

When the 
villagers 
tried to 
leave the 
mansion 
with the 

landlord's 
treasure, 

that samurai 
killed them, 

too!

WHACK

Wha
?!

innocent 
villagers 
who did 
nothing 
wrong?!

Son 
of a—! 
Why 

would 
he do 
that?

Hell if I 
know. He 
probably 
wanted to 
keep the 
treasure 
for him-

self.

And 
that's 
not 
all.

Have 
you cats 
heard 
about 
what  

happened 
at the 
port 
town?



Amemura 
Short!

S
h
o
r
t

B
a
n
n
e
r
s
: 
C
a
t
n
ip

 K
in

g

Amemura 
Rican's  

deadbeat son—
the mog who 
went around 
with his gang 
of hoodlums 
dealing ’nip!

Oh yeah…I 
heard about 

him. That 
doggone 

kitten and 
his punk 
friends 

were a real 
nuisance.

And that 
samurai 
killed 

'em all, 
right?

Good 
riddance, 

I say.

Don't be 
stupid! I 

know what 
it sounds 
like, but 
there's 
more to 

this story!

CLAMOR

CLAMOR



143

Believe 
it or 
not!

The samurai 
was only in 

town to begin 
with to buy his 
own dangerous 

pastime, and 
when those 

catlings 
happened to 

tangle with the 
wrong tom, he 
killed ’em and 

took all 
their ’nip!

Whaaa
?!!!

So he's 
a thief 
and a 

junkie?!

…

in 
that case, 

I guess 
I do feel 

sorry for 
the little 
kittens.

There's 
more.

This 
happened 

to a guest 
at my 

establish-
ment, so 
I can't go 

around say-
ing it too 
loud, but…

His name 
was…

what was 
it again?

SIP



Norwe 
Shishi-
waka!!

F
a
n
: 
C
u
t
 h

im
 d

o
w
n
! 
 F

a
n
: 
S
h
is

h
iw

a
k
a
-s

a
m

a

S
h
i
s
h
i
w
a
k
a

That self-
proclaimed  
“beautiful  

swordsfeline”  
who's going  
around the  

country with  
his entourage,  
trying to make  

a name for 
himself as  
a bounty 
hunter!

Entou-
rage?

Oh, 
so the 

samurai's 
a wanted 
tom, is 

he? 
Figures.

So 
what'd 
he do 
this 
time?

Well, 
you see, he 
came to my 
place to 
celebrate 
killing the 
samurai,  

but then…

CLAMOR

CLAMOR
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Believe 
it or 
not!

That 
samurai 

hid in the 
kitty 

litter and 
rammed 
a hook 
up his 
ass!!!

B
o

x
: L

it
t
e
r

Whaaa
?!!!

First he's 
a junkie 
and now 

he's a 
perverted 

freak?

…

But who 
wants 

revenge 
so bad 

that they'd 
hide in the 
privy at a 
brothel?

Well, the 
“beautiful 
swords-
feline” 

had 
taken his 
katana.

And he was 
barely alive 
after taking 
a sword to 
the back. 

He couldn't 
fight in any 
other way.

Of course, 
I only 

heard all 
that from 

the cat who 
came to our 

place to 
investigate 
this mog.



Shiriya 
Abyhei.

A
b
y
h
e
i

A member of 
the special 

secret police 
force, straight 

from the  
government!! 

He's been after 
this samurai 
for years!

According 
to him, the 
samurai's 
name is 

Nora-
chiyo.

A certain 
person 

took him 
in when 
he was a 
kitten.

They got 
separated in 
the war, so 
even though 
he's getting 
on in years, 
the mog's 

still got his 
childhood 

name.



Nora…

…chiyo?

Gya ha 
ha ha! 
What a 
loser!

An 
old mog, 
going by 

Norachiyo!

Ha ha!  
So he's just  

moping around 
because his be-
loved person  
abandoned  

him!

Still, 
that doesn't 
mean we can 
let widdle 
Norachiyo-
chan off 
the hook! 
Am I right?!

CLAPBAM

GYA ha

ha
ha

Damn 
right! He's 
a menace 

to society! 
We have to 
take out 

the trash!

if 
I ever 

see him, 
I'll do 

everybody 
a favor 
and kill 

him!

Yeah! 
Yeah!

Hey, Fore-
man! Don't 
you have 
a wanted 
poster?!

N…no, 
but I saw 

him with my 
own eyes—
I remember 
exactly 
what he 
looks 
like.

mYA ha
ha

He has 
a cross-
shaped 
scar 
over  

his eye.

His ear 
is torn 

so badly 
it looks 
like it's 

about to 
fall off.

And  
he's still  

hanging that 
bell—the 

symbol of  
a kept cat— 

from his 
katana, the 
shameless 

mog.



And more 
than anything, 

he stinks to 
high heaven. 

Anyone would 
know him the 
minute they 

saw…

Ex-
cuse 
me.

RU
STLE
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What?





slASH



…!!!

Huh
?

I was 
sure 
he 

just 
cut 

us all 
down…

I see. 
So this is 
the over-
powering 
presence 

of a 
master.

Uh…

Huh…?



Hm?

This 
place 
smells 

like 
piss.

SNIFF

Gasp!WIZZZ

Gasp!

Oh. 
I don't 

think I've 
had a bath 
since I went 
burrowing 
in the kitty 

litter.

No 
wonder 

everyone 
got so 

quiet when 
I walked 

in.
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Sorry 
to have 
both-
ered 
you.

Maybe I 
should…

…take 
a bath 
once 
in a 

while!!!





special 
Manga 

in Honor 
of the 

NekoGahara/ 
NobunyaGa's 

Ambition 
Collaboration
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On the 

19th day 

of the 

fifth 

month, 

in the 

third 

year of 

Eiroku*…

in an 

attempt to 

vanquish the 

minor daimyO
_
 

Oda Nobunyaga, 

imyagawa 

Yoshimoto of 

Suruga led an 

army of 25,000 

into Owari and 

took up camp 

at Mt. 

Okehazama.

*June 12, 1560

S
h
i
n
a
n
o

K
a
i

S
U
R
U
G
A

Y
a
m
a
t
o

T  _
O
T

M
I
K
A
W
A

M
i
n
o

O
W
A
R
I

W
A
K
A
S
A

  _
O
M
I

I
S
E

I
G
A

Y
A
M
A
S
H
I
R
O

 _
O
M
I



Oda 
had an 
army of 
a mere 

4,000 with 
which 

to meet 
him.

Having 
suffered 

defeat 
upon 

defeat, 
Oda's army 
could leave 
only a few 
hundred 
soldiers 
at the 

western 
front by 
Marune 

Fortress…



Never-
theless, 

against all 
odds, the 
Oda army 

went forth, 
through 

torrential 
rain, to 

imyagawa's 
main camp 

at Mt. 
Okehazama.

This 
event 
would 

come to 
be known 
as the 

Battle of 
Okehazama.
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Z S h h H H

…Talk 
about 
paw-
ful 

luck.

I 
abandoned 
my fields 
to come 

here—
because 
I wanted 
to go up 

in the 
world!

And now 
here I am, 
marching 
through 

the pouring 
rain after a 
force that's 

already 
lost.

A Success Story in the 
Making, Foot Soldier

Kinoshita 
TO
_
kittyrO

_

And he 
wants us 

to go after 
imyagawa 

Yoshimoto 
with this 

mew-sirable 
excuse for 
an army?!

…Me-yow, 
what is his 
lordship 
thinking?



You're 
a dog-
gone 

fool…

…Oda  
  Nobu- 
nyaga!!

…You 
there. 

Are you…
afraid?

Huh
?!

Me?! 
No, my 

lordship, 
fear is the 
fur-thest 

thing from 
my mind!

JOLT

How 
did he 
know

?!

I was 
only…!

Hmph… 
Losing this 
battle is 
not part 

of my 
destiny.

RUMBLE

RUMBLE

RUMBLE



I, 
Oda 

 Nobu- 
nyaga…

…will 
create 

one 
realm 
under 
one 
cat.

Oda 
aga's 

n



KA-        CRACK

Hiroyuki 
Takei

Oda 
Nobunyaga's 

Ambition
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The Black-
Toothed Daimyo

_

imyaGawa 
Yoshimoto

…

…Oh, 
what a 
bore.

Z S h h H

I came all 
this way to 
crush that 
tom, but we 
can't do a 

thing in this 
rain.



if you 
ask me, 

this 
rain…

…is a  
far more  

formidable 
foe than 
the Fool  
of Owari.

You 
can say 

that 
again!

Those 
mogs 
were a 
bunch 

of push-
overs!

I have 
news!

Z S h

MEOW 
HA 
  HA
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Our 
troops 

have 
failed to 
return 

from the 
western 
front!

The enemy 
has only 

a few 
hundred 
soldiers, 
but I'm 
afraid 
that—!

Ho 
ho!

Rr-
really.

You are 
afraid that 
the fool 
is among 

their 
ranks.

Very well! 
Then send 
in all the 
reinforce-

ments!

I will teach 
the Fool of 
Owari that he 
is powerless 
before me!!!

Yes, my 
lord!

STOMPSTOMPSTOMP STOMP STOMP

STOMP
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Z S h h H

…Hmph.

I
 finally 
have you 
all to 
myself.

!

P…

Purr-
don?



RIP



FWOOSH

I knew 
this 

torrent 
would 

mask our 
approach.



Now is the 
moment of 
truth. Pay 
no heed to 
the other 
soldiers.

We 
are 

after 
one 
tom—

imya-
gawa 
Yoshi-
moto, 

and him 
alone.



Y…!

Y-y-y…! 
You're

—!

The 
Fool 
of…

sl
ASH



…

I…

I 
don't 
be-

lieve 
it!

Our 
lord-
ship…



…rrreally  
defeated 

the famous 
imyagawa 

Yoshi-
moto!!! BO-

   
   

 BOO
M



7

I will 
create 
one 

realm 
under 
one 
cat!
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This—
this—

is 
Nobu- 

nyaga's 
ambition

!!!

in the 

Warring 
States Era, 

warlord 

fought  

warlord for 

supremacy. 

The feline 

commanders 

shed each 

other's blood 

in their climb 

to the top.

in the 

end, the 

one to 

gain the 

entire 

nation 

would 

be…

Oda 
Nobunyaga's 

Ambition
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translation notes
Wakizashi, page 22

Meaning “side insert,” a wakizashi is a sword worn at a 

warrior's side along with his longer katana as a symbol 
of his samurai status. This blade can be used as a backup 

sword, or for closer combat.

Okakatō, page 23

The name of Mukuro's secret weapon literally means “bonito 
flakes blade,” where bonito is a type of fish—possibly one of 
Mukuro's favorites. Or perhaps she named her sword after the 
tasty treat because together, okakatō means “heel,” as in “the 

heel of the foot.”

Himemasu Castle, page 32

This castle bears a striking resemblance 

to the real life historical fortress, Himeji 

Castle, which was awarded by the 

shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu to his son-in-

law for the latter's service in the battle of 
Sekigahara. The name Himemasu may 

be more palatable to the characters of 

Nekogahara, as it is the Japanese word 

for the sockeye salmon, and it is ruled 

by the Shakegawa, whose name means 

“salmon skin”.

Oka-
ka-
tO
_

!!!

That's 
right.That's 

why
 I lured 
you in 
close.

And not 
with my 
long 
sword 
or my 

wakizashi, 
but with 

this.

GHING

Hmph…

Himemasu 

Castle
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I used the back of my sword, page 90

The katana used by samurai is a single-edged sword, meaning it's sharp on one side 
and blunt on the other. Striking one's enemy with the blunt side of the blade is a way 
to teach them a lesson while letting them live to remember it.

Ishidai Tsunari, page 121

The name of the man Short is remembering will 

perhaps bring two things to the mind of a Japanese 

reader. The first is the striped beakfish, or ishidai. 

A few of these fish became famous for taking up 
residence in a ship that broke loose and went adrift 

after the Tohoku Earthquake and following tsunami 

in 2011, earning them the name “tsunami fish.” 
The second thing Japanese readers will remember 

is the name Ishida Mitsunari, who was a military 

commander who fought, and lost, in the battle of 

Sekigahara.

Netherworld Soul-Reaper, 

page 129

The name of Short's special move is rife 
with wordplay. In Japanese, it is jigoku 

no kama-otoshi. The first part, jigoku no, 

is straightforward enough, meaning “of 

or relating to hell, the netherworld, etc.” 

Kama-otoshi can mean “sickle drop,” 

as in bringing a sickle down either to 

harvest grain or to strike an enemy. In 

Japan, a small sickle was often connected 

to a heavy weight via a chain, creating 

a weapon not entirely unlike Short's 
kendama. Kama is also the word for the 

…I used 
the back 

of my 
sword.

That 
crest 

belongs 
to ishidai 
Tsunari, 
the lord 
of O

_
meow 

Province 
Cas…

Finishing 
move!! 
Nether-
world 
Soul-

Reaper!
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head of a fish, and kama-otoshi is the removal of the fish's head in preparation for 
cooking, hence the alternate spelling for this attack name: Netherworld Sole-Reaper.

Nobunyaga's Ambition, page 156

Nobunyaga's Ambition is a spinoff of the Nobunaga's Ambition game series, in which 

all the characters—who are real Japanese historical figures—are reimagined as cats. 
It's a social game that can be played on mobile devices, and for a time was available 
in North America as Samurai Cats. The game had a collaboration with this manga 

series, in which players could obtain in-game items featuring artwork by Hiroyuki 

Takei.

Success story in the making, page 160

Kinoshita Tōkittyrō, known in human form as Kinoshita Tōkichirō, began his career 
as a lowly foot soldier, but eventually became the successor to Nobunaga himself 

and the second of Japan's unifiers, who put an end to the Warring States Period.

One realm under one cat, page 162

This is the feline version of one translation of 

Oda Nobunaga's historical slogan, tenka fubu, or 

“one realm under one sword.” The slogan, which 

he used on his personal seal to sign all written 

correspondence, announced his intention to unify 

the nation, which up to that point had been in a 

state of constant civil war.

 here—
because 
I wanted 
to go up 

in the 
world!And now 

here I am, 
marching 
through 

the pouring 
rain after a 
force that's 

already

A Success Story in the 
Making, Foot Soldier

Kinoshita 
TO
_
kittyrO

_

I will 
create 
one 

realm 
under 
one 
cat!
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The Black-Toothed Daimyō, page 164

Imyagawa is seen here wearing the traditional dress of the nobles of his time, 

including the black lacquer over his teeth. Even though he was busy waging war, he 

still took the time to apply his makeup as a sign of his courtly sensibilities.

The Black-
Toothed Daimyo

_

imyaGawa 
Yoshimoto

I came all 
this way to 
crush that 
tom, but we 
can't do a 

thing in this 
rain.
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